
LIAM: It’s cicada season in Schroeding, Illinois. It’s always cicada season. My name is Liam 

Warsaw, and this is the Schroeding Box. 

 

[“Come a Little Closer” by Haunted Like Human plays] 

 

Episode five. File name: The Cicadas. 

 

I mentioned in the last episode that Benny had staked out the gas station during cicada season. It 

turns out that was a bit of a mistake on my part. I’ve been reading through Benny’s files and he 

mentions cicadas a few times, despite the season. They show up in the files on the police, the 

corn field, and the post office, just to name a few. It seems that they’re just always there, 

somewhere, making that buzzing noise. 

 

I finally found a file solely devoted to the cicadas. It’s not a very large file, but Benny keeps the 

information compact. He has a table, labeled “Cicada Patterns” that compares what he calls 

“normal cicadas” and “Schroeding cicadas.” He notes the differences in their pitch, frequency of 

their appearance, and most common locations they are found. Overall, cicadas in Schroeding are 

louder, higher-pitched, and simply around more than normal ones. 

 

The other citizens of Schroeding didn’t seem quite as interested in the cicadas as Benny was. He 

attempted a few interviews, but everyone just asked why he went outside to find them only to 

talk about some bugs. He insists that he thought the same way until he noticed the differences 

between Schroeding’s cicadas and the information he could find on normal cicadas in the 



Chicago Public Library. I guess, uh, I guess Benny did more on his trips here than just visit me. 

The interviews usually end there, with people telling Benny to stop going to the “big city” and 

just keep on working at the car shop. 

 

Benny has a list of questions, it looks like he wrote it in a notebook with Sharpie and just tore out 

the page and stuck it in the file. He wrote in all caps: “Why are they different? When did they 

arrive?” That’s kind of, uh, weird, Benny? I mean cicadas have been around for longer than 

humans I would think, I mean it’s not like they just showed up one day but, anyway. There’s 

more questions: “Are they trying to say something? Or hide something? Who controls them?” 

 

He underlined that last question. I don’t understand what that means, though… Who controls 

them? Is Benny really trying to say that something or someone dictates what the cicadas do? I 

mean, sure it’s odd that the cicadas are different but I’m kind of with the rest of Schroeding on 

this one. They’re just bugs. 

 

And there’s no answer to any of these! Which is just, typical. I mean, come on Benny, why did 

you even leave me this box if all it has is a bunch of questions with no answers? Why should I 

bother? Or is this some sort of sick joke for you? … I, I’m sorry everyone I’m just frustrated. 

There’s more, I promise. 

 

Benny has a map, another one, of Schroeding. This one has every location that Benny heard the 

cicadas. Most locations have more than one appearance. Gas station, yep, police, different spots 

along the corn field, post office, and, I guess, every place that has a… wait… 



 

[Cicada buzzing, higher pitched than normal, very low] 

 

LIAM: Each point on this map has a file associated with it. Every. Single. One. Even when it’s a 

person, like Talbot Myner, the area just behind her house has a cicada appearance. 

 

[Cicada buzzing intensifies] 

 

LIAM: What does that mean? I thought they were just always around but Benny has them, I 

mean they’re marked really specifically. Did he start to notice them more than the other people 

in Schroeding because they were behaving differently around him? I, I, what is that? I hope 

that’s not coming through the mic. 

 

[The buzzing of cicadas grows, so that Liam has to shout.] 

 

LIAM: I think maybe Benny was onto something! Maybe, and this doesn’t make any sense, but 

maybe the cicadas were following him! What is going on! Why can I hear them! There’s 

nothing, there’s no—No! No! NO! 

 

[The sound of cicadas is all that’s left. Within it, we hear an ominous whisper, somehow making 

its way over the buzzing.] 

 

OMINOUS WHISPER: Liam. Warsaw. 



 

[Cicadas fade and mysterious music begins] 

 

ANNOUNCER: The Schroeding Box is written and produced by Josiah Bender. The role of 

Liam is played by Ben Hermann. Our script editor is Becca Janney, and Andrew Davis is our 

audio engineer. The cover art for The Schroeding Box was created by Darby Hepner. “Come a 

Little Closer” and other music written and performed by Haunted Like Human. For more of their 

music and tour information, go to HauntedLikeHuman.com. Additional credits at 

TheSchroedingBox.com. 

 

The Schroeding Box is made possible by audience support. Please share the show with your 

friends and on social media. You can donate money on our GoFundMe page by going to 

GoFundMe.com and searching for “The Schroeding Box.” Thank you to everyone for your 

support. 

 

The Schroeding Box will return Saturday, September 14th. 

 

[Music fades] 


