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LIAM: Benny was a car mechanic. He also never owned a car. My name is Liam Warsaw, and 

this is The Schroeding Box. 

 

[“Come a Little Closer” by Haunted Like Human plays] 

 

Episode Four. The Gas Station. 

 

The gas station is only considered a part of Schroeding, Illinois because of a legal technicality. 

It’s the only gas station in over fifty miles, so everyone in Schroeding goes there, but it’s a ten-

minute drive outside of Schroeding proper. The area around the gas station is under the rule of an 

“unnamed independent state,” which citizens of Schroeding must pass through to get gas. Benny 

includes some legal documents that he says he “borrowed” from City Hall. More than half of the 

information on these papers has been redacted, but from what I can tell the gas station was 

purchased from the Unnamed Independent State by the city of Schroeding at… some point. 

Benny has a few notes in the margins, most of them questions: 

 

“How much?” – Maybe in reference to the cost? Or the amount of land? 

“Who?” – This is next to some signatures at the end of the document, none of which are labelled. 

“Apples, cigarettes, potato chips, frozen pizza, beer.” – I… I think that’s just a shopping list. 

 

 

[Steady, rhythmic piano music begins playing] 
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There’s one page that’s completely blacked out, but Benny has circled one part of it in red ink. 

Near the top of the page there are two words that are somewhat visible. It looks like they were 

supposed to be redacted, but whoever was marking the page missed this one spot. The first word 

ends with the letters AR and the second word begins with GO. The G is capitalized. Benny has 

written “Argo” above this, followed by a few question marks. Evidently he thought this might be 

a name of some kind, and there are a couple of times that he mentions Argo in his notes. Seems 

like speculation to me, but to be fair most of what I’m doing here is just speculation. 

 

[Piano music fades out] 

 

Paul Jensen works the counter at the gas station. Benny spent some time staking it out, and 

confirms that Paul only leaves the counter to re-stock the shelves and works twenty-four hours a 

day, seven days a week. Unlike most businesses in Schroeding, the gas station does not close on 

Wednesdays, having been declared a Necessary PR Asset by the Mayor’s Office, and thus 

exempt from midweek closure. I don’t know what “Necessary PR Asset” means, and Benny 

doesn’t offer an explanation. 

 

Like I said, Benny staked out the gas station for a little bit, but without a car he had to walk for 

about two hours to get there and another two to get back. He says he liked the exercise, but 

walking that long with the corn field on both sides was at the very least unpleasant. The gas 

station is usually hiding if you’re looking for one, but as long as you make sure not to think 

about it too much, you’ll find yourself turning into it without too much trouble. Benny has a 

typed description of the gas station from the outside: 
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“Folks usually go at night, easier to see I suppose. Pavement’s cracked all over the place, so 

they’re usually risking a flat just for filling up gas. The sign lights up at night, ‘Gasoline’ is all it 

says, flickering in time with whatever song’s stuck in your head that night. Wonder if everyone 

has the same song stuck in their head, or if it flickers differently for each person.” 

 

Benny has drawn an arrow away from that last sentence and written in the margins: “Note to self. 

Ask people about songs stuck in head.” There’s no follow up note, so I guess if he ever did ask 

people, he took note of it somewhere else. The description of the gas station continues: 

 

“Four pumps total, always on the wrong side of your car the first time you drive up to one. The 

fluorescents inside glow at night, holding the whole place in a sphere of white light. Like a 

bubble. Paul’s always there, o‘course. His car’s around back. There’s usually another car, 

different most nights, parked in front of the door. Never see anyone else around though, except 

the other customers who drive up.” 

 

I think that Benny was maybe trying to hide for a bit when he was investigating the gas station, 

but I’m not too sure. A lot of his initial notes are about how many people came each night, and if 

they were from Schroeding or not, and the tenor of the cicadas throughout the day. I guess he did 

this during cicada season, but one day it was… snowing, so… wait how does that work? Every 

day before it he talks for at least two paragraphs about how hot it was and then right in the 

middle a snow storm? And no mention of it after that, just more hot days. I don’t know. Near the 

end of his stakeouts, he finally went inside. 
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It looks like the gas station is the only convenience store in Schroeding, at least by the way 

Benny talks about it. I flipped through the titles of a few files and it looks like there are other 

places to shop, of course, but not any corner stores of any kind. When you enter, Paul is there 

waiting for you. The bags under his eyes are so dark they almost look like bruises. He rocks on 

the balls of his feet to the same rhythm as his breathing, which you can see from his chest rising 

and falling. The buzzing of the fluorescent lights and the fridges in the back make it impossible 

to hear his breath, though, and even when he talks it sounds like he’s talking into a pillow. If you 

speak, the same phenomenon happens. Benny talks about how sound doesn’t work the same way 

in a vacuum. I don’t know if he’s saying the gas station is a vacuum, or… I guess I don’t really 

know what he’s trying to say. 

 

Benny writes that no matter what you intended to go to the gas station for, you always go to the 

fridges first. He says this pattern was repeated just over twenty times out of thirty discrete visits. 

“Didn’t even want nothing,” he says, “Just to look around, but my feet went straight to those 

fridges.” The fridges are stocked with pop that no one likes, beer no one likes, and some weird 

mixture of the two. No one likes the drinks in the fridge, but most people end up buying one 

anyway. Benny pointedly remarks that he did not buy a pop from the fridge. He actually says 

“soda” but that’s besides the point. 

 

The chip aisle feels smaller than all the others. The candy aisle, for example, could fit two broad-

shouldered people comfortably. The chip aisle, however, is like a narrow hallway. Benny says 

his arms brushed against the bags as he walked through it. Maybe the bags – filled 90% with air 

of course – just made it feel smaller? Benny didn’t take exact measurements. The bags of chips 
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are always the wrong size. Too small to take home, too big to have as a snack. They seem to 

fluctuate based on what you need. Benny spent a long time in the chip aisle, trying to find a size 

that seemed reasonable. He writes about comparing two bags of sour cream and onion chips by 

the same brand, both of which claimed to be party-sized, but neither of which were the same size 

nor anywhere near large enough to serve at a party. 

 

As he was comparing these bags, he realized that the aisle had been slowly getting smaller and 

smaller. He was now standing sideways to avoid being crushed. As he looked up, he saw that the 

aisle wasn’t just shrinking. Instead, the bags seemed to expand and contract, like they were 

breathing. On each expansion, the aisle grew smaller and smaller. He ran as fast as he could, 

shifting his legs like a crab, and fell out of the chip aisle just as a bag of barbecue chips burst 

open from the pressure against his chest. When he looked back, the aisle had returned to its 

normal, albeit still small, width. He looked around, but no one seemed to have noticed what had 

happened. Paul was with another customer, the only other person in the gas station. 

 

There are seven canisters of coffee in the Schroeding gas station. Benny lists them: Regular 

Blend, Normal Blend, House Blend, Home Blend, French Press, American Press, and Decaf. He 

sneaked a sample of each one, and notes that they are all the exact same coffee. There are sugar 

and cream set out, but no one uses them. Something about the shapes the sugar makes in its 

container, or the way the cream flows… You just don’t want to bother. Every cup of coffee costs 

ninety-nine cents, no matter the size. Benny wonders at the fiscal sense of this pricing but 

mentions that everyone seems to get a medium-sized cup anyway. Even when he was sampling 

the coffee he grabbed a medium-sized cup. “Seems wasteful” he admits, but says that even 
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though he wanted to take a small cup, an itching in his hand kept him away. I don’t know if 

that’s a literal or figurative itching. He felt the same sensation about the large cups. Everyone 

takes a medium, every time. Benny writes: 

 

[Mysterious music starts playing] 

 

“What is behind the small and large cups? Every medium is replaced, endlessly, by another 

behind it. Can’t say the same for the smalls and larges, though, not for certain. Could be the last 

ones left. Could be hiding something. Couldn’t say. Not for certain.” 

 

[Mysterious music fades away] 

 

What would have been so hard about just taking a small or large cup? Sure, Benny, your hand 

itched, but just take it quickly and scratch your hand later. What if there was something keeping 

people away though? What does that even mean, how could something force you to take a 

medium-sized cup? 

 

[Fluorescent buzzing begins] 

 

The bathroom at the gas station is always locked. You have to ask Paul if you want to use it. 

Benny walked up to the counter, careful not to look directly into Paul’s eyes. He asked for the 

key to the restroom. 
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[Buzzing and exhaust sounds grow louder] 

 

As he finished speaking, the fluorescents began to flicker, the windows to the outside seemed to 

fog over, and the hum of the fridges grew louder and louder. Through the noise, Benny could just 

barely hear Paul say: “The restroom is for paying customers only.” Benny thought he could feel 

wind on his face, but the doors were closed and the night had been still. Without thinking, he 

looked up and locked eyes with Paul. The other man’s eyes were wide, bloodshot, and – if Benny 

wasn’t imagining things – glowing. Benny says he saw tears streaming from Paul’s unblinking 

eyes as they stared at each other. Despite the roar of the fridges, he thought he could hear Paul 

screaming, even though his mouth was shut. 

 

[An eerie, inhuman howl joins the noises] 

 

“Cigarettes,” Benny felt himself say, even though he doesn’t remember if any sound came out. 

 

And then everything stopped.  

 

[All noise suddenly stops, leaving behind a faint buzzing like before] 

 

And then. 

 

[Buzzing fades away] 
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“Sure thing,” Paul said, and grabbed a pack from behind the counter. “And here’s the key. Just 

walk around the place five times counterclockwise, you’ll find it.” 

 

Benny did as he was told, staying close to the wall, passing the counter, the door, the fridge, the 

chip aisle, and the canisters of coffee five times before his hand instinctively grabbed the door 

handle for the restroom. Benny notes that his bathroom experience was “normal, as expected.” I- 

I don’t know what that means for Benny, not that I care to know. He returned the key to Paul, 

whose chapped lips pulled into a tired, but soft, smile. 

 

According to his stopwatch, Benny spent thirty-four minutes inside the gas station. He entered at 

9:38 PM. When he exited, the sun was out, and Benny once again expresses how hot it was 

outside. The time was 10:12 AM, two and a half weeks after he initially went in. He has a few 

other times he went to the gas station to check out the exterior, but he says the cigarettes weren’t 

very good so he didn’t want to bother shopping there again. 

 

I think, maybe he just wrote down the wrong time. Maybe it was 10:12 at night instead of the 

morning. But then the sun wouldn’t have been out, and he specifically says he missed two and a 

half weeks. He doesn’t have anything about anyone else experiencing the same thing though. 

 

There’s not much else in this file, but I wanted to end with some data, I guess, that Benny 

collected. I didn’t really know where else to fit it inside this episode. It’s the gas prices for a 

week. Like most of the research, it’s not dated, but he does have the days listed. 
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Sunday – 2 dollars 

 Monday – 20 dollars 

 Tuesday – 2000 rupees 

 Wednesday – 2 cents 

 Thursday – A firstborn goat, slain over an obsidian altar 

 Friday – Two white doves, slain over an obsidian altar 

 Saturday – 1 dollar and 99 cents 

 

[sighs] I don’t really have much to say about those prices, except buy gas on Wednesdays, I 

guess. So… that’s it. Thanks for listening, and if you see a man in wide-framed glasses and a 

purple windbreaker, let me know. 

 

[Mysterious Music begins] 

 

ANNOUNCER: The Schroeding Box is written and produced by Josiah Bender. The role of 

Liam is played by Ben Hermann. Our script editor is Becca Janney, and Andrew Davis is our 

audio engineer. The cover art for The Schroeding Box was created by Darby Hepner. “Come a 

Little Closer” and other music written and performed by Haunted Like Human. For more of their 

music and tour information, go to HauntedLikeHuman.com. 
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The Schroeding Box is made possible by audience support. Please share the show with your 

friends and on social media. You can donate money on our GoFundMe page by going to 

GoFundMe.com and searching for “The Schroeding Box.” Thank you to everyone for your 

support. 

 

[Mysterious Music continues, and eventually fades away] 


